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Esther Suzuki
TOO-POLITENESS

Japanese custom is such that when one asks a Japanese
woman how her son is, she will reply, "Thank you for asking
about my worthless son." She will then commence to tell of
his late doctorate, his $58,000 home and his ten children.
Faced with these accomplishments, you begin to wonder what
her worthwhile sons are like,

Etiquette behooves one not to complain of a chilly house
when visiting., One might even 1ie and say they enjoy cool
rooms., Then the host to comply with the guest's preference
will Jlower the thermostat. The next +time if the guest
wears a bulky knit to ward off pneumonia, the host will
lower the thermostat even more. The only thing to do in a
case like this is to cut off the friendship.

Upon being complimented, a hostess will reply her cook~
ing is unfit for pigs. (Then you wonder why you are eating
it, bub never, never say it.) After the 12th course, she
will say apologetically, "This was a simple meal." The
hostess presses her guests 1o eat. One may be starved but
it is politeness to refuse at least three times. A true
Japanese hostess will play ball and continue to coax. My
friend who married into a Syrian clan claims a Syrian uncle
starved to death on a cross-country train ride since no one
offered him food more than once. So I begin to wonder if
it is only the Japanese who have a monopoly on this or whe-
ther it  is "old world." When the hostess says: "I am a
terrible cook, I can't cook," one must hastily say, "To the
contrary.! And the secret is never to stop contradicting
the hostess and this takes care of any polite table conver-
satlon worries. Sometimes from sheer exhaustion and from a
sense of being too argumentative, I have stopped. The re-
sult, of course, is disaster,

When I have been asked how my husband is, I Jhave replied:
"0h, s0~50.% The next time around we hear that we are on
the brink of divorce or some other calamitous conclusion.
A non-Japanese will say her husband is a sheer genius, that
her boy is a potential genius besides being the best catche~
er in the Little League and add that "catchers!" are more
important than "pitchers,"

When returning a phone call to a woman, I explained that
I was out collecting for the mentally retarded children's
drive. She said, "Now this is one drive you will really
benefit from," I suddenly remembered years ago when she
asked how the children were, I had replied with sincerity:
"The monsters are idiotsi®

So this custom is wnplayable unless the other party fol-
lows the rules. My solution is to ask a stranger, I might
. engage in conversation, if she practices Japanese custom
“and if a blank look appears on her Tace, th:J_s is my cue to
start bragging for all T am worth.

The Japanese have this sense of o-re which
tice of politeness in the nth degree. For
mist never return a platter empty to anyone.

( Cont. on page 7 )

is the prace=
gxample, one
So when a

2 2 % B || g0

KIKKOMAN )
SHOYU Bing P. Wong
AJINOMOTO = pholographer
e LIBERTY

C}Iar]es gJison Sfudio

WEDDINGS - PORTRAITS

BLUE ROSE RICE
Golden Star Noodle Mfg. Co.

Oriental Groceries
1517-19 East Franklin Ave. 2922 CHICAGO AVENUE
Minneapolis, Minnesota :
TAYLOR 2-1845

Wholesale A FE. 8-0157 Retail

BUDDHIST ASSN. NEWS

About a dozen young women
members have been meeting at
the Center on Monday evenings
1o recelve instruction in
the art of cake decoration
from Takeshi KXojima. We
thank Mr. Kojima for gener-
ously giving of his time and
talent.

An unusually long power
stoppage in the JA Center
district on October 10 turn-
ed the Issei-Nisei  Service
scheduled for that evening
into an wexpectedly beauti~
ful "Candle—light® Service.
Many members braved the
heavy rain to hear Rev, Ta-
kashi Tsuji, the National
Director of Education of the
Buddhist Churches of America
The lights came on in time
for the tea after the serv-~
ice.

Rev. Tsuji also lectured
the following evening at
Yurphy Hall Auditorium on
the U Campus to a capacity
audience. His lucid presen-—
tation of a complex subject,
"Buddhism, the Enlightened
Way of Iife,"™ was appreci-
ated by the students and fa-
culty members attending. A
lively question and answer
period was Dbrought to a
close only by the lights-out
warning at ten. A number of
TCBA members were alsc pres—
ant.

Everyone is cordially in-

-vited to the anmmual Hallo-

ween party 40 be held on
October 28 at the Center.

YCO PARENTS TO MEET

The YCO Parent Group will
meet Wednesday, Novemberl
at the J A Center, Discus-
sion will center .on the fu-~
ture of the Young Citizens
Organization, an evaluation
of the recent EDC-MDC Conven-
tion from the parents! view-
point, and the selection of

new-advisors.,
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TOO-POLITENESS —

neighbor brings me eggplant casserole after an operation,
I must quickly roast a beef to put on the plate before I
can return it., (I have the largest collection of assorted
plates than anyone I know.)
But in the wilds of the ILake of the Woods in Canada,
you'd think you would be safe. Next to our campsite came
five boy scouts with their Ukrainian leader, a refugee to
Canada - some +twelve years ago. He came +to our site and
" started by saying, "You're Americans." (I immediately won-
dered how he could tell.,) It ended up by his giving us a
"five 1b. salami he had made in an Ukrainian friend's sau-
sage factory, plus 2 lbs. of wienerschnitzel and 7 rolls of
pepperoni. He said he had brought too much food for the
-six of them. Right away we all got panicky trying to think
of ways to repay him which, of course, proved impossible.
George thought of American cigarettes. (Although many peo-
ple hate Americans--the "Yankee go home" bit—it appears
* they do love American cigarettes,) He said only one pack
would do, but George pressed four on him.

But our wiener roast was so good, I baked a chocolate
cake in the Coleman oven Jloaned us by our neighbor--and
frosted it chocolate. dJohn and Mark +took the cake over to
the next tent and thanked them for the delicious wieners.
A half hour later one of the scouts appeared with 4 more
lbs. of wieners. So the next day I told thenm -they could
use the boat for an hour while we ate supper. At that par-
ticular point we honestly believed we were pulling ahead.
That evening the scoutmaster came with 2 lbs. of homemade

" bacon. Of course, there was only one thing for us to doces
leave. :
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MONDAY TO 'FRIDAY — 8:00 -5:30 SATURDAY — 9:00 - 1:00

Briefly Speakivng (cont.)

At MRS. CHIKA URASHI'S
6lst birthday. = celebration
last month, the. comedy team

.of CHZST‘?R ‘FUJINO and GEORGE

ONO put on a ‘hilarious skit
that had everyone holding
their sides.elMight be a good
thing to remember i‘or the
next Whingdingeees

Our best wishes to newly-
weds ME. AND MRS. SAM SHIMA-
DA..MRS., SHIMADA is the for-~

mer Tsuyake Shijo of St.
Pavl.. SAM is one of those

quiet fellows who can always
be depended on to run his
movie projector for the Cen-
ter activities or to help in
the kitchen during Bazaar
time..We wish them both much
happiness. see . .

A friend of BILL HIRABA-
YASHI'S took some 8 x 10
glossy prints of some of the
girls who rode on the Aqua-
tennial float,. These pic-
tures will be displayed at
the UCL meeting on Nov. L
and sell for one dollareecee

It's about that time of
year again when the JA JOUR-
NAL will be asking for
Christmas ads <.As most of
you know, the JOURNAL is
free for the asking," and
each month over " L,00 copies
are mailed out ..The Jouwrnal
has been operating "in the
red® for several years.
Your donations for a Christ-
mas ad and the monthly ads
in the paper are the only
source of income for  the
paper ..So0, when the request
for ads is made, ~won't you
please help? Just tucka-
buckortwo in an envelope and
know that in this way, you
are helping to keep this pa-
per going..We had always ta-
ken the Journal for granted,

and if it arrived late, we
did a little griping, but

after a year of working on
this paper, we have come to
realize the enormous amount
of work that goes into put-
ting such a monthly outs..s
Perhaps a two-page mimeo-
graphed paper might be the
solution, or perhaps we can
discontinue the - paper en-
tirely, but we feel that
there is need for a means of
communication in the commun-
ity, and the Journal seems
to be the answer.. So let's
all support our paper so far
once we ¢an start operating
"in the black®....




