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Greetings from the TC JACL Board!
2017 was a busy year for the TC JACL. I want to take a moment to thank the
Board, the Education Committee, the Scholarship Committee and all the
volunteers that help put together a successful year.
First, I want to thank Amy Kuniyoshi who served the last two years and took on
the role as the Secretary of the Board last year. Amy was also brought the JACL
Facebook page up and added post for us. I also want to thank Susan Burke for
also serving on the board the last two years. Susan was great at collecting golf
prizes for the Annual Golf Tournament. Thanks Susan and Amy for serving on
the board.
2017 TC JACL events included the following:
•
Roger Shimomura Art Exhibit
•
Day of Remembrance Ceremony
•
Festival of Nation booth
•
Scholarship Banquet
•
Gambette: Legacy of an Enduring Spirit
•
Summer Picnic
•
Golf Tournament
•
Chrysanthemum Banquet
Thanks to all the members that worked many hours putting together these
programs and events. Your dedication to the organization is very much
appreciated.
I want to welcome the new 2018 TC JACL Board of Directors. We have four
new members joining the Board for a two year term: Janet Carlson, John
Matsunaga, Phil Nomura and Teresa Toguchi Swartz . We have three returning
members: Amy Dickerson, Matthew Farrells and Gloria Kumugai. The board
members continuing their second year of their term are: Ben Hartmann, Karen
Lucas Tanaka, Lisa Shakerin, Zen Matsuda, Carolyn Nayematsu and Pam OhnoDagoberg.
The board met in December and 2018 TC JACL Officers are:
•
Amy Dickerson - President

•
•
•
•

Matthew Farrells - Vice President
Lisa Shakerin - Secretary 1st half of 2018
Karen Tanaka Lucas - Secretary 2nd half of 2018
Janet Carlson - Treasurer

The Board is meeting in January to go through their strategic planning for
the year. If you have any suggestions for events or activities, please feel
free to contact any board member.
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FESTIVAL OF NATIONS 2018
The 2018 Festival of Nations will be held Thursday
May 3 through Sunday May 6, 2018.
Please save the dates to attend and volunteer to work a
shift at our merchandise booth!

Shifts will be
Thursday 9:00-12:00 and 12:00-3:00
Friday 9:30-2:00 and 2:00-6:00 and 6:00-10:00
Saturday 10:00-2:00 and 2:00-6:00 and 6:00-10:00
Sunday 10:00-2:00 and 2:00-6:00
Free admission to the festival (value $13.50), booth merchandise credit, and partial compensation for
parking will be provided to all volunteers (carpool or work a double shift and full parking fee is paid).
An e-mail will be sent to prior volunteers in early April for shift sign ups. If you are not on our contact list
and might be interested in working, please contact Karen Lucas and 952-270-3278 or katalucas@aol.com to
be added to the festival volunteer contact list.
We also will be planning work sessions for making “peace cranes on a stick” to sell at the Festival. Dates for
these sessions will be scheduled between February and April. If you are interested in participating in these,
please contact Karen.

Dancers Needed
Learn Japanese Dancing (free) for 2018 Festival of Nations Performances
Every year in order to qualify for participation in the Festival of Nations; the TC
JACL has needed to have a dance entry for the Festival of Nations Performance Stage.
We have been fortunate to have Japanese dance instructor Linda Hashimoto van
Dooijeweert instruct and direct a group of performers for this event. They will be rehearsing on Sundays
from now until the Festival. If you know of anyone (adult or child) who might be interested in learning
more of the culture and participating in an event that is both fun and of great service to the community,
please contact Linda at linda@urbantravelertransit.com. Dancers do not need to be of Japanese ethnicity or
members of JACL. They can bring their friends, relatives or children to participate as well.
The Festival of Nations will be held this year on Thursday May 3 through Sunday May 6, 2018. The TC
JACL again plans to have a merchandise booth which is our main source of fundraising for local chapter
activities. Please support Linda in her efforts to recruit and make our JACL booth possible.
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CAIR Banquet
Submitted by Leslie Suzukamo
The Twin Cities JACL followed up on a promise to support Minnesota’s Muslim community
by sponsoring a table at the 10th anniversary banquet for the Council on American-Islamic
Relations-Minnesota in December.
Eleven JACL members, primarily from the Education Committee, attended the Dec. 9 CAIR banquet at the
DoubleTree by Hilton in Bloomington.
The chapter’s relationship with CAIR-Minnesota began early last year, Janet Carlson, co-chair of the
education committee said.
At that time, Education Committee Co-Chair Sally Sudo had asked Jaylani Hussein, CAIR’s executive
director, if he would be interested in participating in last February’s JACL Day of Remembrance event, the
75th anniversary of the presidential order to round up and incarcerate Japanese-Americans during World War
II, Carlson said.
“At the Day of Remembrance, Jaylani and (JACL Board Chair) Amy Dickerson made a pledge to work
together” to fight Islamophobia, Carlson said. The two organizations saw similarities between the distrust
and hatred directed toward Muslims today and the same sort of animosity that Japanese-Americans felt after
Pearl Harbor, the co-chairwoman said.
At the Day of Remembrance ceremony, Dickerson pledged: “We will show up, stand up, speak up, rise up,
lift up and act up in the name of civil and human rights, and local, national and global justice.”
At the banquet, Hussein thanked all the attendees, noting that the packed ballroom of more than 600 people
was three times the number that attended last year’s banquet.
Hussein observed that President Trump’s travel ban directed against Muslims last year helped to galvanize
people of all faiths to become activists.
“You are the solution,” he told the audience. “Join us, be us and be part of the effort to make us a more
inclusive society.”
Attending the banquet from the JACL-Twin Cities were: Carlson and her husband Jim Carlson; John
Matsunaga, member of the education committee and a board member, his wife Kat Hayes, who is chair of
American Indian Studies at the University of Minnesota; Gloria Kumagai, another board member and
member of the education committee; Ben Hartmann, member of the education committee, youth board
member and chair of the youth committee; Yuichiro Onishi, education committee member, his wife Sophia
Kim and their son Romare; and Les and Karen Suzukamo, JACL members.
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Nidoto Nai Yoni
Forgetting and
Remembering the Wartime
Incarceration of Japanese Americans

Discussion Panel
Saturday
February 10, 2018
1:00-3:00 p.m.
Experiences of Wartime
Displacement, Dispossession, and
Confinement: the Japanese American
Incarceration and Beyond.
A panel including members of Minnesota’s Japanese American, immigrant,
and refugee communities will discuss
their communities’ experiences of confinement, displacement, and eventual
resettlement in Minnesota. Audience
members will be encouraged to share
their experiences.

Artists Panel
Saturday
February 17, 2018
1:00-3:00 p.m.
Representing and Resisting
Historical Injustices through Art.

On View
January 26–
February 24, 2018
Opening Reception
Friday, January 26
6:30-8:30 p.m.
Location
East Side Freedom Library
1105 Greenbrier Street
St. Paul, MN 55106
John Matsunaga is a fiscal year 2017 recipient of an Artist Initiative grant
from the Minnesota State Arts Board. This activity is made possible by the
voters of Minnesota through a grant from the Minnesota State Arts Board, thanks
to a legislative appropriation from the arts and cultural heritage fund.
Additional funding for this exhibit is provided by the Twin Cities Japanese
American Citizens League through the Les and Karen Suzukamo Fund, the Donald S.
Maeda Fund, and the Helen Tsuchiya Fund.
The East Side Freedom Library would like to thank the F.R. Bigelow Foundation,
the Marbrook Foundation, and the McNeeley Foundation for making events and
programs like this possible.

Submitted by Karen Lucas

This exhibit presents photographs of the
physical remnants of the ten American
concentration camps that were used to
incarcerate Japanese Americans during
World War II. In 1942, approximately
110,000 Japanese Americans that lived
within the western United States were
forcibly removed from their homes, imprisoned in American concentration camps for
up to four years, and denied their constitutional rights because of their Japanese
ancestry. This body of work explores the
themes of memory and forgetting, particularly in regards to the loss in our understanding of this history that will inevitably
occur when the last of those who went
through this experience pass away and
their lived memories vanish.
Biography
John Matsunaga is a Minneapolis based
visual artist, educator, and activist. His
work in the visual arts explores Asian
American and Japanese American history, identity, and experience. He currently serves on the Board of Directors of the
Twin Cities chapter of the Japanese American Citizens League and is a member of its
education committee. He also teaches in
the Asian American Studies program at the
University of Minnesota, Twin Cities.

For more information regarding the exhibit
and related programming please visit:
http://eastsidefreedomlibrary.org/

A panel of artists from diverse
communities will join featured
artist John Matsunaga in a conversation about how they have used their
artistic practices to engage the historical injustices which have challenged
their communities. The artists will
bring the experiences of not only
diverse communities, but also various
art forms into this conversation.

Film Screening and
Discussion
Monday
February 19, 2018
7:00-9:00 p.m.
And Then They Came for Us (2017),
a film by Abby Ginzberg and
Ken Schneider.
Seventy-five years ago, Executive
Order 9066 paved the way to the
profound violation of constitutional
rights that resulted in the forced
incarceration of 120,000 Japanese
Americans. Featuring George
Takei and many others who were
incarcerated, as well as newly rediscovered photographs of Dorothea Lange,
And Then They Came for Us brings
history into the present, retelling this
difficult story and following Japanese
American activists as they speak
out against the Muslim registry and
travel ban.
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Twin Cities and camp related artifacts needed for “Courage and Compassion:
Our Shared Story of the Japanese American World War II Experience”
The Twin Cities JACL education committee is seeking objects, documents, photographs,
and other materials related to the wartime incarceration of Japanese Americans and
Japanese American resettlement to Minnesota. These items will be displayed as part of
this summer’s exhibit at the Historic Ft. Snelling Visitor Center titled, “Courage and Compassion: Our
Shared Story of the Japanese American World War II Experience."
This exhibit, created by the Go for Broke National Education Center, is traveling to ten locations around the
country. The education committee is currently developing a supplement to this main exhibit that will
showcase our community’s local history and experience. Historic items will play an important role in
telling our community’s story. We are continuing to solicit you, our local Japanese American community,
for additional items that can be displayed in the exhibit when it is on view in the Twin Cities.
We are still in need of items which can help flesh out the reality and challenges faced by Japanese
Americans as a result of displacement and incarceration. Examples of items from camp or resettlement to
Minnesota include but are not limited to photographs (from camp or life in Minnesota during the 1940s and
1950s), job offer letters, correspondence with any of the Twin Cities resettlement committees, War
Relocation Authority documents, clothing from camp or uniforms, 1940s yearbooks (from camp, local
colleges, or local high schools), anything related to wartime military service (MIS, 100th and 442nd, etc.), art
made in camp, and all kinds of camp artifacts. Any objects that we borrow will be returned to you and will
be secured in museum display cases during the exhibit.
Also, thank you to all of you who have already agreed to lend us news articles, programs, yearbooks,
photographs, and other related items.
Please contact Karen Lucas via e-mail, katalucas@aol.com if you have items that you would be willing to
lend us or if you have any questions. It would be helpful to have a snapshot and a description of the item
and its context.
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2018 High School Graduate Scholarship Applications Available
Twin Cities JACL scholarship applications for 2018 high school graduates will be
available at the end of January. Please contact Pam Dagoberg at 763-557-2946
(scholarship@tcjacl.org) if you are interested in obtaining a local chapter scholarship
application or would like to recommend someone for a scholarship.
Applications will be sent to the following students no later than January 31, 2018:
Kana Anderson (Bloomington Jefferson High School)
Eva Birkholz (Robbinsdale Armstrong High School)
Hallie Ezaki (Bloomington Jefferson High School)
Yoji Ishii (Wayzata High School)
Yeshi Jampa (Bloomington Jefferson High School)
Mei Savageau (Wayzata High School)
Rina Tanaka (Wayzata High School)

Applications are also available on the twincitiesjacl.org website under the Scholarships tab.
In addition to completing the application form and submitting a transcript, students must write a short essay
entitled “The Relevance of JACL Today.”
Applications are evaluated based on:
• Scholastic achievement
• Extracurricular activities
• Community Service
• Essay
For the first time this year, a Twin Cities JACL Service Scholarship will be added to the other scholarship
awards. This scholarship will be awarded to a student who has demonstrated outstanding JACL
volunteerism. Students may choose to apply for this specific scholarship. If applicants are not selected for
this scholarship, they will be considered for other awards.
Scholarship recipients are required to be current Twin Cities JACL members (individual student
membership or family membership is required). Membership information can be found at https://
www.tcjacl.org/.
Completed applications for Twin Cities JACL scholarships must be mailed by March 31, 2018.
National JACL Scholarships
In addition to the Twin Cities JACL scholarships, National JACL scholarships for entering freshmen are
also available. Decisions for awards will be made this summer by a National JACL scholarship selection
committee. Applicants are judged on their scholastic achievement, extra-curricular activities, community
involvement, personal statement and letter of recommendation.
Information regarding National JACL scholarships can be found at www.jacl.org. Applications must be
mailed by March 1, 2018.
Submitted by Pam Dagoberg
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National JACL Announces 2018 Scholarship Program
SAN FRANCISCO -- The Japanese American Citizens League (JACL) announces its National Scholarship
and Awards Program for the 2018 academic year. The JACL annually offers approximately 30 college
scholarships for students who are incoming college freshmen, undergraduates and graduates, and those
specializing in law and the creative/performing arts. There are also student aid scholarships for those in
need of financial assistance in this era of rising tuition costs.
Scholarship Program information, instructions and applications can be found on the JACL website,
www.jacl.org, by clicking “Youth” on the menu bar.
Freshman applications must be submitted directly by the applicant to the Twin Cities JACL chapter, with a
postmark no later than March 1, 2018. Freshman applicants may submit applications to Twin Cities
Scholarship Committee c/o Pam Dagoberg, 4365 Kingsview Ln N, Plymouth, MN 55446.
Chapters have one month to evaluate their freshman applications and forward ONLY the most outstanding
ones to the National JACL Freshman Scholarship Committee, postmarked no later than April 2, 2018.
Applications for the “other” scholarship categories (undergraduate, graduate, law, creative/performing
arts, and student aid) are to be sent directly by the applicant to the National JACL Scholarship Committee,
c/o Central California District Council, with a postmark no later than April 2, 2018. The mailing address for
this committee can be found on the application itself.
All those applying to the National JACL Scholarship Program must be a student member or individual
member of the JACL.
For more information on the National JACL Scholarship Program, contact Regional Director Patty Wada at
pwada@jacl.org or National JACL Vice President for Planning & Development Matthew Farrells at
mfarrells@jacl.org.
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Chrysanthemum Banquet 2017
The Chrysanthemum Banquet was held on November 11, 2017. There were 58 attendees
at the banquet held in Bloomington, MN. There was a silent auction held before the
luncheon. The money raised at the silent auction goes to TC JACL Youth fund. Gloria
Kumugai coordinated and ran the silent auction. Rachel Matsumoto helped Gloria with
the auction. Thanks Gloria and Rachel!
The registration was handled by the Education Committee members; Sally Sudo and Lucy Kirehara. This is
the second year they have handled the registration table. Thanks Sally and Lucy!
The Banquet Speaker was John Matsunaga. John is a visual artist, educator, and activist. John is also a TC
Board member. The Title of John’s program was : “You Will Not Be Forgotten: Visually Representing the
Japanese American Incarceration” John presentation addressed why Japanese American visual artists
continually feel compelled to make work that addresses the Japanese American incarceration even after
redress. In this presentation, John discussed the need and desire to visually represent the World War II
incarceration of Japanese Americans. John introduced his current body of work, “Nidoto Nai Yoni,” which
consists of photographs of the physical remains of the ten American concentration camps. If you missed
John’s presentation at the banquet, you will have another chance to view his photographs at the East Side
Freedom Library in St. Paul from January 26 through February 24, 2018. Thank you John for speaking at the
Chrysanthemum Banquet.
A big thanks for the banquet committee
for putting the banquet together:
Carolyn Nayematsu, Sylvia Farrells,
Gloria Kumugai and Amy Dickerson !
Submitted by Amy Dickerson

Guest speaker John Matsunaga and members
of TC JACL Education Committee and Board
of Directors

Photo credit: Cheryl Hirata-Dulas
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Fort Snelling Virtual Reality Demonstration
Twin Cities JACL member Kat Hayes, Professor of Anthropology at the University of Minnesota, has been
working on creating a virtual reality exhibit using one of the shuttered Military Intelligence Service Language
School (MISLS) classroom buildings at Fort Snelling Upper Post. The virtual reality exhibit includes historic
photos, text panels, and oral history audio clips that play as the visitor walks through the building.
On November 21, Twin Cities JACL Education Committee members visited the University of Minnesota for a
demonstration. Professor Hayes explained to the group that she and her colleagues used a scientific and
technologic tool called photogrammetry to create a 3-D model of Building 103, which was one of the classroom
buildings for the MISLS during World War II. "My thought was that these buildings are unlikely to ever be open
to the public for historic interpretation, but with virtual reality we can make them accessible," she stated. "I'm
hopeful that we can scale it down to a version that people can look at on a smartphone or tablet as a companion
to the 'Courage and Compassion' exhibit.”
In addition to possible inclusion of the virtual reality project in the TC JACL Education Committee's upcoming
"Courage and Compassion" exhibit at Historic Fort Snelling Visitors Center this summer as part of the Go For
Broke National Education Center's grant from the Japanese American Confinement Sites program of the
National Park Service, a version could potentially be a part of the permanent display on the MISLS at the
proposed new Historic Fort Snelling Visitors Center.
Submitted by Cheryl Hirata-Dulas

Pictured L to R: Prof. Kat Hayes and Samantha Porter, a Ph.D. candidate in Anthropology and a Digital
Preservation Specialist in the Liberal Arts Technology an Innovation Services (LATIS) unit at the University of
Minnesota, look on as Sally Sudo tests out the virtual reality goggles, with Karen Tanaka Lucas assisting. Photo
credit: Cheryl Hirata-Dulas.
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Resettling Japanese-Americans to St. Paul during World War II:
The International Institute, the War Relocation Authority,
and Ruth & Earl Tanbara
An Illustrated slide show presentation by historian Krista Finstad Hanson will take place at:
Unity Church-Unitarian Church
733 Portland Avenue, St. Paul, MN
Wednesday February 7, 2018
The presentation will be 7:15-8:30 and is free and open to the public.
**Note: The talk is part of regular "Wellspring Wednesday" programming at the church. Dinner is available from
6:00 -7:00 for $7.00 per adult or $20 for a family.
Unity's church offering taken on Sunday 2/4/18 will "donate the plate" to the Ruth & Earl Tanbara Scholarship
fund for the JACL.
Ruth & Earl Tanbara were some of the founding members of the Twin Cities Japanese American community.
They were charged with working with local organizations to help pave the way for people coming out of the
camps during and after WWII to settle, find jobs, housing and schooling in the Twin Cities. They were members
of Unity Church from 1945 until their deaths. Their funerals were held at Unity Church. There is a memorial to
Ruth in the church's "Center Room." Ruth arranged the flowers for Sunday services for more than 30 years.
Some of her ceramic vessels are on display and still in use at the church.
Submitted by Karen Lucas

TC JACL Resource Library is Moving
Thanks to Yuichi Onishi, TCJACLer and Eastside Freedom Library Board member, the search for
a new home for the Chapter’s library has come to fruition. The Board of the Eastside Freedom
Library has approved our request to house the extensive collection of print and video resources that
Sally Sudo has built and maintained for many years for the TCJACL. There will be a ceremony
marking the transfer, during the opening reception for “Nidoto Nad Yoni: Forgetting and
Remembering the Wartime Incarceration of Japanese Americans.” The dedication of the Twin Cities Japanese
American Citizens League Resource Library’s new location will take place on Friday, January 26, 2018
between 6:30-8:30 at the Eastside Freedom Library, 1105 Greenbrier Street, St. Paul, MN 55106. This is
free and open to the public and all JACLers are encouraged to attend. Light refreshments will be served.
The Library is open to all. Materials must be used on site as lending is not available.
Eastside Freedom Library was founded by Peter Rachleff, a retired Macalester College labor history professor
and his wife, Beth Cleary, a theatre and dance instructor. This beautiful 1917 Carnegie Library at one time
brought literature to the East Side early communities of Swedes and Italians. It now houses the history of
immigrants, of labor, of feminism, of jazz and of African-Americans in Minnesota. The library functions as a
community center for events and exhibits and is run as a nonprofit funded through donations and grants.
Submitted by Karen Lucas
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Want to recommend a young person for a Twin Cities JACL Scholarship?
We would like to identify current
high school, middle school, elementary school, and pre-school
students!
Please send the
name, address, high school graduation year
of your
child / niece / nephew / grandchild / friend
to
scholarship@tcjacl.org
Once received, their name will be added to the scholarship database and they
will receive an application during their senior year.

TCJACL at JASM Shinnenkai 2018 celebration
on Jan. 14 at Washington tech magnet school in
St. Paul. (L-r) TCJACL education committee
members Ben Hartman, Elizabeth Fugikawa, Karen
Lucas, Carolyn Nayematsu. Unidentified participant
in front.

Submitted by Carolyn Nayematsu
BEN and Elizabeth
giving help on the
popular pachinko
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Items in the News by Stan Kusunoki
I met Stan not long ago through his father, Jim Kusunoki who I met through his longtime friend and mine Bill Hirabayashi. During our conversation Stan told me he had
just published his second book of poetry and later graciously gave me a copy. I must say
I was moved even to tears by some of the poems and captivated by them all. Most of
them I could understand and identify with directly, while others I was given to my own
devices to ponder about. The poems in this book include experiences of his grandparents
and parents incarceration in internment camps during WW II and bring home the present
day
events that might be leading some to consider such a thing again. As was so excellently
depicted in the 75 Year Anniversary of the Japanese Incarceration; Day of Remembrance program “Could
It Happen Again” we hope the answer is no.
I learned a lot about Stan and his family through his poetry. I would highly recommend this book to
everyone; (yes, even those who may say poetry is not their thing) this poetry is readable and can be
appreciated by all. In addition, he uses his journalist background to set up a unique format for the book
which adds interest.
Stan is a sansei and teaches elementary “high achieving” students in Shakopee in addition to being a poet
and musician. He was a recipient of Loft “Asian Inroads” Mentorship and Asian American Renaissance’s
“Writers Block” award and taught creative writing classes to children under these programs. He was also a
mentor for Intermedia Art’s “Exchanges” program.
Submitted by Peggy Doi

OBITUARY
Mikio Kirihara
Died peacefully at his home on November 30, 2017. Mickey was born
on May 21, 1929 in Oakland, CA. Survived by wife, Lucy; children:
Jay (Deborah Lea), Jan Monson, Peter (Bruce Erickson); brother, Jim;
step-grandchildren, Katelynn Harrington and James Harrington
(Angela); step-great-grandchildren, Dylan Boe and Morgan
Harrington; many nieces and nephews and his special dog, Mochi, who
still sits on Mickey’s spot on the couch. He grew up in Oakland and as
a child was interned at the Topaz concentration camp in Delta, UT
from 1942 to 1944. Near the end of WWII, he moved with his family
to Minneapolis, MN. He graduated from the U of MN majoring in
architecture and was a Korean War veteran. In his career, he became a
VP for Wold & Associates (Architects). The family wants to extend
special thanks to Dr. Brian Rank for his compassion that extended and
improved Mickey’s quality of life. The memorial celebration of
Mickey’s life will be held at 5:00 pm on Friday, December 15. A tribute to his life starts at 5:15 pm. It will
take place at the St. Mary’s Lake Calhoun Event Center (Greek Orthodox Church), 3450 Irving Avenue
South, Minneapolis, MN 55408. No flowers and no memorials please.
Published in the Star Tribune on December 10, 2017
Submitted by Cheryl Hirata-Dulas
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Submitted by Sally Sudo
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To receive information on JACL activities, relevant opportunities and events that occur
on shorter notice than our Rice Paper can communicate, please sign up for the TC JACL
"E-Mail Blast" by contacting us at info@tcjacl.org or by visiting www.tcjacl.org/
subscribe. Sign up now. Don't miss out. Update us when your e-mail changes.
Also, to help the TC JACL save money in printing and mailing costs, please consider
receiving your Rice Paper electronically via e-mail instead of print. It shows up in beautiful color, is easy
to read, and you can download and save it on your computer for future reference or print it out. Please
contact us at info@tcjacl.org and sign up for the TC JACL "Rice Paper: E-Delivery."
Thank you - Your TC JACL Board of Directors

Please follow us on
Facebook at TC JACL.

